


Suppl 4. Publication Bias Analysis: Funnel Plots and Egger's Test Results

Publication bias assessment via funnel plots and Egger's test was not performed in this meta-analysis due to the limited number of included studies. Both the OS and PFS analyses included fewer than 10 studies, which is below the recommended minimum threshold for reliable funnel plot interpretation and Egger's test execution. According to methodological guidelines for meta-analyses (Higgins & Green, 2011; Sterne et al., 2011), tests for funnel plot asymmetry should only be used when there are at least 10 studies included in the meta-analysis, as the test power is too low to distinguish chance from real asymmetry when fewer studies are analyzed. Therefore, while publication bias cannot be ruled out, formal statistical assessment was deemed inappropriate given these limitations.


